The use of CyberTracker in Marakele National Park (MNP)

Basane Claire Ntshane

CyberTracker is a valuable tool for the efficient collection of field data in order to

monitor the ecosystem. The information collected can help management to

detect changes in the system over time as well as identify trends. CyberTracker

can also allow year to year comparison facilitating adaptive management.

Natural systems are very complex and MNP therefore needs to be monitored

continuously using a cost effective tool like CyberTracker, enabling us to record

the following:

e  Capture all observations during a patrol (game, water
points, vegetation, reptiles, birds, etc.)

o Provide information to monitor poaching activities

. Provide information to scientific research

. Improve territorial area integrity management (patrol
area coverage/ distance cover/ patrol length)

. Determine game distribution and numbers

. Determine game condition and disease status
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. Provide information about veld condition (fuel load, when to burn?)

o Water availability (condition of dams, rivers, spruits, fountains, wetlands)

. Provide geographic reference of all the observations captured




Marakele is dominated by mountainous
areas, which also makes monitoring very
difficult and sometimes costly. However, with
the use of CyberTracker, monitoring of rare
species like Black Rhino and Wild dogs
becomes possible even on a daily basis.

Unfortunately, due to financial constraints MNP is not in
the position to finance this program. We are therefore
pleading for any support to get this program, which has
been so successful in the Kruger National Park,
underway in MNP.
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